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Amendtnents to the Claiitijs? 

This Usting of claims will replace all prior versions, and Ustings, of claims bx the 
application: 
Listiiig of Claims; 

Claim 1 (currently amended): M information processing apparatus for sending and 
receiving an infomiation signal to and from an electronic apparatus, comprising: 

control-infonnation acquiring means for acquiring, Scorn a guarantee t^ard functionAT 
component module of said electronic apparatus to a guarantee card functional nnm nonent module 
of said infonnation processinR apparatus, control information used for writing and reading 
product history information which includes at least one of purchase information and repair 
information concerning said electronic apparatus; 

control-information identification/storage means for identifying the control information 
acquired by said control-information acquiring means and for storing the acquired control 
information ther e in in said cont rol-information identification/storage means: and 

product-history updating means for updating the product history information stored in a 
guarantee card of said electronic apparatus based on the control information stored in said 
control-information identification/storage means. 

Claim 2 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the information signal is sent and received via a network system. 

Claim 3 (original): An informatioji processing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
said network system comprises an IEEE-1394 serial bus. 

Claim 4 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising product-history storage means, wherein the product history information is read from 
said electronic ^paratus based on the control information stored in said control-information 
identification/storage means, and is stored in said product-history storage means. 
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Claim 5 (origmal): An infoimation processing apparatus accordiiig to claim 4, further 
comprising: 

apparatus-identification-number reading means for reading an apparatus identification 
number of said electronic apparatus from said electronic apparatus; and 

central storage means for centrally storing the product history information stored in said 
product-history storage means together with the apparatus identification number of said 
electronic qjparatus into an external electronic apparahos. 

Claim 6 (original): An informatioa processing apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising product-history reading means for reading the product history information of said 
electronic apparatus fiom the product history information stored in said external electronic 
^paratus by said central storage means based on the apparatus identification number, of said 
electronic apparatus, 

Qaim 7 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the product history information is read from said electronic ^axatus based on the control 
iiifbrmatibn, and said product history updating means corriprises product-liietory display means 
for displaying the product history informatioiL 



Claim 8 (original): An infoimation processing apparatus according to claim 7, wherein 
said product history updating means comprises product-history input means for inputting new 
product history information concerning said electronic ^>paratus from an external source based 
on the product history information displayed by said product-history display means. 

Claim 9 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said control-information acquiring means acquires the control information from said electronic 
apparatus when a commimication connection with said electronic apparatus is established. 
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Qaim 10 (origmal): An infonnation processing apparatus accoiding to claim 1, further 
comprising purchase^information determiiiing means for determining whether the purchase 
information has already been written into said electronic apparatus, 

wherein said product^histoty updating means does not write new purchase infonnation 
into said electronic apparatus when said purchase^infonnation determioing means determines 
that the purchase information has already been written. 

Claim 11 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said product-history updating means does not overwrite the repair inforaiation concerning said 
electronic apparatus. 

Claim 12 (ori^nal): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the purchase information comprises at least one of the date on which said electronic apparatus 
wajs purchased, the name, the address, and the telephone number of a store at which said 
electronic apparatus was purchased, and a digital signature of the store. 

Cldm 13 (original): An infomiation pn)cessing apparatus according to clairn 1, wherein 
the rqpair information coro^ses at least one of the date on which said electronic apparatus was 
repaired, the item and the type of repair, a contact number, the name of a repair company, and 
infoimatioii concerning a repair persorL 



Claim 14 (currently amended): An information processing method for use in an 
information processing apparatus for sending and receiving an infbnnatibn signal to and from an 
electronic apparatus, said information processing method comprisixig: 

a control-information acquiring step of acquiring, from a guarantee card functional 
component module of said electronic apparatus to a gnarantee card functional component module 
of said information processing apparatus, control information used for writing and reading 
product history information which includes at least one of purchase information and repair 
infonnation concerning said electronic ^)paratus; 
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a control-information identi£caticn/storage step of identifying the control information 
acquired in said control-information acquiring step and of storing the acquired control 
information fe^^is in said control -infonnatioTi identification/storage means: and 

a product-history updating step of updating the product history information stored in a 
- guarantee card of said electronic apparatus based on the control information stored in said 
control-information identification/storage step. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A recording medium for storing a computer-readable 
program which controls an infomiation processing apparatus for sending and receiving an 
information signal to and from an electronic apparatus, said computer-readable program 
comprising: 

a control-information acquiring step of acquiring, from a guarantee r.a rd fiinctional 
compofffflt module of said electronic apparattis to a guarantee card functional component mndiilP, 
of said information processing apparatus, control information used for writing and reading 
product history information which includes at least one of purchase infomiation and repair 
infomiation concerning said electronic apparatus; 

a control-information identification/storage step of identifying the control information 
acquired in said control-information acquiring step and of storing the acquired control 
information therein in said cont rol-information identification/storage means: and 

a product-history updating step of updating the product history information stored in a 
guarantee card of said electronic apparatus based on the control information stored in said 
control"information identification/storage step. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus for sending and 
receiving an information signal to and from an external information processing apparatus, said 
infoiinatioh processing apparatus comprising: 

conitrol-information storage means for storing control information used for writing and 
reading product history information which includes at least one of purchase information and 
repair information concerning said information processing ^paratus; 
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product-history storage means for storing the product history infonnation to be updated 
by an instruction from said external infomxation processing apparatus; and 

control-information sending means for sending from a guarantee card funcrtinn;,? 
component module of said inform ation pro ce ssi ng app aratus the control inforaiation stored in 
said control-mfonnation storage means to a guarantee card functional cnmponent apnaiatu^ nf 
said external information processing apparatus in response to a request fix)m said external 
information processing apparatus . 

Claiim 17 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the control signal is sent and received via a network system. 

Claim 18 (original): An infoxxnation processing apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
said network system comprises an IEEE-1394 serial bus; 



Claim 19 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 16, further 
comprising apparatus-identification-number storage means for storing an apparatus identification 
number of said information processing apparatus, 

wh^dn, in response to an instruction from said extern^ information processing 
apparatus, tiie ^aratus identification number is read from" said apparatus-identification-number 
storage means, and the product history information is read from said product-history storage 
means. 



Claim 20 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 16, fiirther 
comprising product-history display means for displaying the product history information stored 
in smd produtii-Mstory storage mearis. 

Claim 21 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
said control-information sending means sends the control information to said external 
information processing apparatus when a communication connection with said external 
information processing apparatus is established. 



PAGE 9/14*RCVDAT2l231200S 3:32:47PM [Eastern standard Timel^SVR^ 



BELL BOYD & LLOYD LLC Fax: 31 28278000 Feb 23 2006 14:39 P. 09 

AppL No. 09/756,427 

Rj^)ly to Office Action of Januaty 13, 2006 

aaim 22 (original): An mformation processing apparatus according to clajbm 16, wherein 
the purchase information comprises at least one of the date on which said infonnation processing 
^aratos was purchased, the name, the address, and the telephone nuinber of a store at which 
said infotxnation processing apparatus was purchased, and a digital signature of the store. 

Claim 23 (original): An infonnation processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the repair information comprises at least one of the date on which said information processing 
apparatus was repaired, the item and the type of rqjair, a contact niunber, the name of a repair 
company, and infoimation concerning a repair person* 

Claim 24 (currently amended): An tafonnation processing method for use in an 
information processing apparatus for sending and receiving an information signal to and from an 
external information processing apparatus, said information processing method cornprising: 

a control-mformation storage step of storing control information used for writing and 
reading product history information which includes at least one of purchase infomiation and 
repair information conc^iiing said infonnation processing apparatus; 

a product-history storage step of storing the product history information to be updated by 
an instmction from said external infonnation processing apparatus; and 

a control-information sending step of sending from a goaraotee card fimctjonal 
component module of gaiH information processing apparatus the control information stored in 
said control-information storage step to a guarantee card fanctional component apparatus of said 
extemal information processing apparatus in response to a request from said external information 
processing apparatus. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A recording medium for storing a comjputer-readable 
program which controls an information processing apparatus for sending and receiving an 
information signal to and from an extemal infoimation processing apparatus, said computer- 
riBEuiable program comprising: 
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a control-information storage step of storing control infonnation used for writing and 
reading product Mstory infoiroation which includes at least one of purchase infoimation and 
rqjair information concetoing said information processing fpparatus; 

a product-history storage step of storing the product history information to be updated by 
an instruction from said external information processing apparatus; and 

a coritrbl-infoimation sending step of sending from a ^arantee card fimf-t inn^l 
component module of said information pro c essing annarfltiis the control information stored in 
said control-information storage step to a guarantee card functional romoonent fl^ paT,.t„>^ c«,-h 
external information processing ^aratiis in response to a request from said external iafonnation 
processing apparatus. 
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